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MEDIA RELEASE 15th January 2007





TITLE: Future looks bright for plant science. 





At 13 years old Shenton College student Vinayak Hutchinson has certainly gone to the top of the class as the first participant in the “Young Scientist Program”, a bold new Education Training and Outreach program with the Australian Research Council’s Centre of Excellence in Plant Energy Biology located at The University of Western Australia.  





The Plant Energy Biology Young Scientist program introduces gifted and talented secondary students to cutting edge research and involves them in scientific project work with world class scientists at the Plant Energy Centre laboratories. 





Vinayak is a student in the Academic Talent Program at Shenton College and has been identified as a brilliant young scientist by his teachers. Whilst in Year 9 he has just successfully completed Year 11 maths units and will be studying several Year 12 subjects in 2007.  Due to his strength in mathematics and science subjects Vinayak was identified as the perfect first candidate for the Young Scientist program, which seeks to enrich and enhance the natural talents of young scientists and encourage them towards careers in cutting edge scientific research.  





Having developed the program, Yvonne Van Der Ploeg Education, Training and Outreach Officer for Plant Energy Biology is excited to welcome Vinayak as the first participant to the program. 





“We hope that by providing these opportunities to high achieving secondary school students like Vinayak we will further their knowledge in areas such as biology, mathematics, chemistry and physics. It will also give them a great insight into the research we perform here which includes cutting edge disciplines they are unlikely to be exposed to in secondary school classrooms” she says. 





Ian Small, Centre Director adds “Consider our most recent research area, Systems Biology: this requires exceptional skills in mathematics, information technology and biology – which for many current plant science students is an unlikely combination! By engaging students early in cutting edge research areas we aim to encourage a new generation of plant scientists who will come through the tertiary system with highly sought after skills.” 





“We look forward to having Vinayak with us and building on his participation by welcoming more students into the Young Scientist Program throughout 2007 and future school years. “





IMAGE text: Young Scientist, Vinayak Hutchinson of Shenton College experiencing cutting edge scientific techniques with PhD student Lois Ho at ARC Centre of Excellence in Plant Energy Biology laboratories.





For more information contact Yvonne Van Der Ploeg, Education, Training and Outreach Officer 





Phone: 	6488 4481 


Email:  	yvanderp@cyllene.uwa.edu.au.
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